Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Carrie Schnepf @ 480.283-3612
RE:  Schnepf Farms declared an “Arizona Treasure” by Governor Napolitano, first attraction in the East Valley.
Queen Creek, AZ – Mark and Carrie Schnepf, owners of Schnepf Farms were surprised by a phone call from the Town of Queen Creek asking them to join them on a conference call with the Governors office. The Governor’s staff informed the Schnepf’s they were going to not only get a visit from Governor Napolitano, but also an award designating them as an “Arizona Treasure.” The award will be presented on October 19th at 12pm sharp at Schnepf Farms by the Governor and the Office of Tourism. It’s the first attraction in the East Valley to receive this designation.
“We were very surprised,” said Mark Schnepf, owner of Schnepf Farms. “We have been so busy trying to prepare to open our farm for our annual Pumpkin & Chili Party that we didn’t even expect such an honor.” Governor Napolitano is expected to arrive at Schnepf Farms with a member of the Office of Tourism to present Mark and Carrie Schnepf and their farm with the prestigious listing as an “Arizona Treasure.”  Schnepf Farms is celebrating 65 years of farming this year, according to Schnepf, and this award could not come at a better time. “We have been spending countless hours over the past 15 years to preserve a little of Arizona’s agricultural history and my family farm, by inviting the public to visit our family farm.” says Schnepf. “Our goal is to preserve history and create memories.” 
Schnepf Farms just opened its season on October 5th with their annual Pumpkin & Chili Party. It attracts over 150-thousand people during October alone with families wanting to pick pumpkins, take a train ride, visit a museum, gift shop, country store, or take a ride on one of the many attractions that are offered on the farm. Besides their annual fall festival, Schnepf Farms is also the largest peach grower in the state and attracts thousands of people to their farm to pick peaches during their season in May. “Since we started 
our Peach Festival, we have had to plant more orchards to keep up with the demand. Something that is 
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unheard of from other farmers who are selling to developers.”
Schnepf Farms also spends countless hours educating over 30-thousand school children who visit their farm each season. “We teach them about where their vegetables come from,” says Carrie Schnepf “Many of the children who visit our farm are amazed that lettuce grows out in the dirt and not in a grocery store. They love the opportunity to pick fresh organic produce from our fields,” says Schnepf.  This past year, the Schnepf’s went completely environmental by using 100% Renewable Energy from SRP, the first farm in the Country to do so, and one of the first businesses in Arizona.

Schnepf Farms is also getting ready to open their  first “Farmer’s Market” beginning weekends in November. Numerous children also enjoy “farmer for the day” and “Grandma’s Baking Day” classes. December the farm opens it’s  Christmas Season by celebrating “Winter Wonderland, a Christmas Light Spectacular,” drive-thru experience. “We keep thinking of new ideas and ways to diversify,” says Carrie Schnepf, “Our next venture will be transforming our farmhouse into a wedding and meeting facility.” “It’s a unique setting and will be perfect smaller groups.” “We are not only trying to preserve our farm for the next generation, but our goal is to leave a legacy for the Town of Queen Creek, and the people of Arizona.” says Mark Schnepf.  “Hopefully we will be around for a long time to come.” says Schnepf.
Schnepf Farms will be open to the public for their annual Pumpkin & Chili Party on October 19th; the presentation will begin at noon on the main stage. The Governor will then spend a few moments visiting with school children who are on field trips at the farm, then enjoy lunch provided by the Queen Creek Chamber of Commerce. 

For more information about Schnepf Farms, visit their website at  WWW.schnepffarms.com  or call (480) 987-3100. 
###

Schedule of Events:

When:

October 19th, 2006

Noon: 
Presentation of award on main stage at Schnepf Farms



24810 S. Rittenhouse Road, Queen Creek, AZ 
12:15

farm tour/ visit with school children

12:30

private lunch on farm, presented by the Queen Creek



Chamber of Commerce.




